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u
re is p
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u
e of th
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roject Talen

t E
d
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u
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w
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.talen
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u
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Th

is p
roject h

as b
een

 fu
n

d
ed

 w
ith

 su
p

p
ort from

 th
e E

u
rop

ean
 C

om
m

ission
. Th

is p
u

b
lication

 (com
m

u
n

ication) refl ects 
th

e view
s on

ly of th
e au

th
or, an

d
 th

e C
om

m
ission

 can
n

ot b
e h

eld
 resp

on
sib

le for any u
se w

h
ich

 m
ay b

e m
ad

e of th
e 
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form

ation
 con
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ed

 th
erein
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D
esig

n
 Th

in
kin

g
 teach

es h
ow

 to d
evelop

 
n

ew
, ap

p
ealin

g
 altern

atives, as op
p

osed
 

to h
avin

g
 to ch

oose from
 availab

le op
-

tion
s. You

 d
evelop

 you
r ‘in

n
ovatorsh

ip’ 
w

ith
 a m

in
d

set for tacklin
g

 u
n

kn
ow

n
 

fu
tu

re ch
allen

g
es. 

A
n

oth
er stren

g
th

 is its m
etacog

n
itive 

valu
e. Th

e step
-by-step

 p
lan

 off ers 
a lot of g

u
id

an
ce, b

u
t is so creative at 

th
e sam

e tim
e th

at p
u

p
ils tou

ch
 on

 
lim

its of th
eir learn

in
g

 cap
acities. 

M
akin

g
 m

istakes is an
 essen

tial p
art of 

th
e learn

in
g

 p
rocess. 

D
esig

n
 Th

in
kin

g
 is a p

ractical an
d

 
creative w

ay of p
rob

lem
 solvin

g
, w

h
ere 

Th
in

kin
g

 an
d

 D
oin

g
 g

o h
an

d
 in

 h
an

d
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In
ten

sive coop
eration

 is essen
tial to th

is. 
C
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eration

 p
rovid
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s view

s an
d

 
p

oin
ts of view

, an
d

 g
en

erates n
ew

 id
eas. 

D
esig

n
 Th

in
kin

g
 d

ep
arts from

 a h
olistic 

w
ay of th

in
kin

g
. Im

p
ortan

tly, th
e m

eth
od

 
starts ou

t b
road

-b
ased

 w
ith

 th
e fi rst 

3
 step

s (em
p

ath
ize, d

efi n
e, id

eate), 
to su

b
seq

u
en

tly targ
et som

e sp
ecifi c 

ap
p

lication
s (p

rototyp
e, test) w

ith
 th

e 
kn

ow
led

g
e an

d
 in

sig
h

ts ju
st g

ain
ed

. 
A

s you
 w

ork alon
g

 w
ith

 you
r u

ser/p
rob

-
lem

 h
old

er, feed
b

ack at th
e en

d
 of th

e 
p

rocess is of th
e essen

ce. A
n

 optim
al 

resu
lt is reach

ed
 by w

orkin
g

 cyclical-
ly an

d
 revertin

g
 to earlier step

s w
h

en
 

n
ecessary. 
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C
reative p

ro
cess

R
ecent studies in secondary schools have show

n 
that a quarter of all pupils indicated they w

ere 
often bored, because the subject m

aterial does not 
m

atch w
ith their learning needs. W

ith gifted pupils, 
the percentage reaches 56%

. This has m
otivated 

the Erasm
us+ project Talent Education, aim

ed at 
preventing or com

batting underperform
ance.

In
 p

roject Talen
t E

d
u

cation
, teach

ers, 
scien

tists an
d

 train
ers join

ed
 forces 

to d
evelop

 n
ew

 teach
in

g
 m

eth
od

s ad
-

ju
sted

 to th
e learn

in
g

 n
eed

s of variou
s 

g
rou

p
s of ch

ild
ren

 an
d

 ad
olescen

ts.

Th
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t toolkit en

ab
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g
 

teach
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apt th
eir in
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ction
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to th
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g
 n

eed
s of th

eir p
u

p
ils 
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 p

ractical w
ays.

Th
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TT in
clu

des m
eth
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s, lesson
 exam

ples an
d

 
m

an
u

als.
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TT com

p
rises fou
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Th
e D
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 Th
in

kin
g

 m
eth

od
, arisin

g
 

from
 solu

tion
-orien

ted
 teach

in
g

, is a 
m

eth
od

 w
h

ich
 en

ab
les p

eop
le to d

evelop
 

th
e skills to b

e ab
le to in

n
ovate.

It is u
sefu

l n
ow

 as w
ell as in

 th
e larg

ely 
u

n
kn

ow
n

 fu
tu

re. Th
e D

T m
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b
asics are: 
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creative th
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kin

g
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sive coop
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a fi xed
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w
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 cyclically
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g
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olistic view

Th
e m

eth
od

 off ers a stru
ctu

red
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-
p

roach
 to d
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g
 skills to m

eet th
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d
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an
d

s of a rap
id
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g
in

g
 w

orld
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m
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t p
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d

s to fi n
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 n
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, creative 
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al p
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 issu
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. To th

is en
d
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-by-
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n
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w
h
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d
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ig

h
ly 
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p

ortan
t, an

d
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ake th
is m
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d

g
em

en
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ou
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 b
e avoid

ed
, an

d
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K to m

ake m
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 essen
tial 

p
art of th
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in

g
 p

rocess.

“I am
 a p

ractical and
 creative 

p
erson, and

 I can em
p

athize, 
w

hich is w
hy D

esign 
Thinking su

its m
e w

ell as 
a teacher, and

 the sam
e 

goes for the p
u

p
ils.”
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 p
ractical assig
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m
en

ts/assig
n

m
en

ts from
 

p
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ith
 th

e fi n
al year 

p
ractical assig

n
m

en
t p

ap
er or 

w
ith

 p
rojects.

D
T m
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e ap
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lied

 to 
lesson

s in
 su

b
ject m

atters (S
E

) 
an

d
 social, environ

m
en

tal an
d

 
scien

tifi c ed
u
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 (P

E
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D
T is a p

ractical m
eth

od
 for 

d
evelop

in
g

 research
 skills.
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ser): w
h

at 
d

oes h
e see an
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d
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g
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n
d
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u
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s an
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an
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 to th
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orld

 h
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u
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p
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 b
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d
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n
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d
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u
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ays of thinking. This w
ay 
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 can find
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m

ost effective, w
hich w

as an 
eye op

ener for m
e.”
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